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 National FFA Proficiency 

Sponsors 
 

Agricultural Communications – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Bader Rutter and Associates, Inc.  
Mr. Mark Bjorgo 
Sr. Vice President 
1433 N. Water St., Ste 100 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
Twitter: @bader_rutter 
www.baderrutter.com 
 
Red Brand  
Mr. Darren Markey  
Director, Marketing and 
Brand Management 
7000 SW Adams Street 
Peoria, IL 61641-0002 
www.keystonesteel.com  
 
Agricultural Education – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
The James F Lincoln Arc Welding 
Foundation 
Dr. Jason Scales 
Executive Director  
22801 Saint Clair Ave.  
P.O. Box 17188 
Cleveland, OH 44117 
Twitter: @LincolnElectric 
www.lincolnelectric.com  
 
Tulsa Welding School  
Ms. Shelly Short 
Creative Director 
Stratech Education Group 
120 N. 44th St., Ste. 230 
Pheonix, AZ 85034-1826 
Twitter: @WeldingSchool 
www.weldingschool.com  

Agricultural Mechanics Design and 
Fabrication – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Carry-On Trailer Corporation  
Mr. Dana Goff 
Executive Vice President Sales and Marketing  
101 Joe Harvey St. P.O. Box 542 
Lavonia, GA 30553-1276 
Twitter: @CarryOnTrailer 
www.carry-ontrailer.com  
 
Lincoln Electric  
Dr. Jason Scales 
Executive Director 
22801 Saint Clair Ave. P.O. Box 17188 
Cleveland, OH 44117 
Twitter: @LincolnElectric 
www.lincolnelectric.com  
 
Agricultural Mechanics Repair and 
Maintenance – Entrepreneurship 
 
Kubota Tractor Corporation 
Mr. Todd Stucke 
Sr. Vice President, Sales, Marketing,  
Product Support 
1000 Kubota Drive 
Grapevine, TX 76051 
www.kubota.com  
 
Mystik Lubricants 
Ms. Tina Watson  
Market Support Manager 
1293 Eldridge Pkwy. 
Mailstop W4089B 
Houston, TX 77210 
Twitter: @mystiklubes 
www.mystiklubes.com 
 

http://www.baderrutter.com/
http://www.keystonesteel.com/
http://www.lincolnelectric.com/
http://www.weldingschool.com/
http://www.carry-ontrailer.com/
http://www.lincolnelectric.com/
http://www.kubota.com/
http://www.mystiklubes.com/
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Sponsors 
 

Agricultural Mechanics Repair and 
Maintenance – Placement 
 
Tractor Supply Company  
Mr. Phil Reiter 
VP of National and Local Marketing 
5401 Virginia Way  
Brentwood, TN 37027 
Twitter: @TractorSupply 
www.tractorsupply.com  
 

Agricultural Processing – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
National FFA Foundation and National FFA 
Organization 
Ms. Molly Ball 
President 
6060 FFA Drive, P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 
Twitter: @NationalFFA 
www.ffa.org  
 
Agricultural Sales – Entrepreneurship 
 
Nutrien Ag Solutions 
Ms. Lindsey Verhaeghe 
Sustainability and Stakeholder Relations 
13131 Lake Fraser Drive SE,  
Calgary, Alberta, Canada  T2J 7E8 
Twitter: @NutrienLTD  
https://www.nutrien.com/     
 
Valent USA Corporation 
Mr. Matt Plitt 
Executive Vice President & Chief Operating 
Officer 
1600 Riviera Avenue, Suite 200 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
www.valent.com 

Agricultural Sales – Placement 
 
Fastenal 
Mr. Daniel Florness 
President &  CEO 
2001 Theurer Blvd.  
Winona, MN 55987-1500 
Twitter: @Fastenalcompany 
www.fastenal.com 
 
Agricultural Services – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
National FFA Foundation and National FFA 
Organization 
Ms. Molly Ball 
President 
6060 FFA Drive, P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 
Twitter: @NationalFFA 
www.ffa.org  
 
Agriscience Research – Animal Systems 
 
National FFA Foundation and National FFA 
Organization 
Ms. Molly Ball 
President 
6060 FFA Drive, P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 
Twitter: @NationalFFA 
www.ffa.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tractorsupply.com/
http://www.ffa.org/
https://www.nutrien.com/
http://www.valent.com/
http://www.fastenal.com/
http://www.ffa.org/
http://www.ffa.org/
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Agriscience Research – Plant Systems 
 
FMC Corporation, Agricultural Solutions 
Mr. Ken Gedaka 
VP of Communications and Public Affairs 
2929 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
Twitter: @FMCCorp 
www.fmc.com  
 
Agriscience Research – Integrated 
Systems 
 
Darling Ingredients 
Mr. Kerry Courchaine   

Director of Technical Services 
251 O’Connor Ridge Blvd., #300 
Irving, TX 75038 
Twitter: @darlingingredie 
https://www.darlingii.com  
 
Seneca Foods Corporation  
Mr. Paul Palmby 
Executive VP & COO 
418 E Conde St 
Janesville, WI 53546      55 

 
 

www.senecafoods.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beef Production – Entrepreneurship 
 
Merck Animal Health 
Mr. Scott Bormann 
Vice President, North America Operations 
3550 W. 91st Street  
DeSoto, KS 66018 
Twitter: @MerckAH 
www.Merck.com  
 
Rabo AgriFinance  
Mr. Van Dewey 
General Manager West Territory and Sr. VP 
14767 N. Outer 40 Road 
Chesterfield, MO 63141 
Twitter: @RaboAg 
www.raboag.com  
 
Beef Production – Placement 
 
Red Brand  
Mr. Darren Markey  
Director, Marketing and 
Brand Management 
7000 SW Adams Street 
Peoria, IL 61641-0002 
www.keystonesteel.com  
 
Dairy Production – Entrepreneurship 
New Holland  
Mr. Bret Lieberman 
Vice President- New Holland North America 
500 Diller Ave. 
New Holland, PA 17557 
Twitter: @NewHollandAG 
www.newholland.com  
 
 
 
 

http://www.fmc.com/
https://www.darlingii.com/
http://www.senecafoods.com/
http://www.merck.com/
http://www.raboag.com/
http://www.keystonesteel.com/
http://www.newholland.com/
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Dairy Production – Placement 
 
Kuhn North America  
Ms. Jill Leitzen  
Director of Human 
Resources 
1501 W. Seventh Ave. 
Brodhead, WI  53520 
Twitter: @KuhnNA 
www.kuhnnorthamerica.com  
 
Nasco  
Mr. Chuck Miller 
Director of Sales  
901 Janesville Ave  
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 
Twitter: @NascoModesto 
www.nascofa.com  
 
Diversified Agricultural Production –  
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

Firestone Agricultural Solutions  
Mr. Tony Orlando 
President, Bridgestone Agricultural Tires 
Bridgestone America’s  
200 4th Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37201 
Twitter: @Firestoneag 
www.firestone.com 
 

Ram Trucks  
Ms. Marissa Hunter 
Director of Advertising, 
Chrysler 
1000 Chrysler Drive 
Auburn Hills, MI 48326-2766  
Twitter: @RamTrucks 
www.ramtrucks.com 
 

Diversified Crop Production – 
Entrepreneurship 
 

CHS Foundation  
Ms. Nanci Lilja 
Foundation President 
5501 Cenex Drive, MS 409 
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077 
Twitter: @CHSTalentScout 
www.chsfoundation.org  
 
Diversified Crop Production – Placement 
 

National Crop Insurance Services   
Mr. Thomas Zacharias 
President  
8900 Indian Creek Parkway, Suite 600 
Overland Park, KS 66210 
Twitter: @USCropinsurance 
www.ag-risk.org  
 
Diversified Horticulture – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
The Toro Company  
Ms. Judson McNeil  
President, Toro Foundation 
8111 Lyndale Ave. S 
Bloomington, MN 55420 
Twitter: @TheToroCompany 
www.thetorocompany.com 
 
Wilbur-Ellis Company  
Ms. Anne Cleary 
Vice President, Human Resources 
345 California St. Fl 27 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Twitter: @WilburEllisCo 
www.wilburellis.com  
 

http://www.kuhnnorthamerica.com/
http://www.nascofa.com/
https://twitter.com/FirestoneTires
http://www.firestone.com/
https://twitter.com/RamTrucks
http://www.ramtrucks.com/en/
http://www.chsfoundation.org/
http://www.ag-risk.org/
http://www.thetorocompany.com/
http://www.wilburellis.com/
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Diversified Livestock Production – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Tractor Supply Company  
Mr. Phil Reiter 
VP of National and Local Marketing 
5401 Virginia Way  
Brentwood, TN 37027 
Twitter: @TractorSupply 
www.tractorsupply.com  
 
Wahl Clipper Corporation  
Mr. Gregory S. Wahl  
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
2900 North Locust St., P.O. Box 578 
Sterling, IL  61081-0578 
Twitter: @wahlanimal 
www.wahlanimal.com  
 
Environmental Science and Natural 
Resources – Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
CHS Foundation  
Ms. Nanci Lilja 
Foundation President 
5501 Cenex Drive, MS 409 
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077 
Twitter: @CHSTalentScout 
www.chsfoundation.org  
 
Equine Science – Entrepreneurship 
 
Red Brand  
Mr. Darren Markey  
Director, Marketing and 
Brand Management 
7000 SW Adams Street 
Peoria, IL 61641-0002 
www.keystonesteel.com  
 

Equine Science – Placement 
 
Tarter Farm & Ranch Equipment 
Mr. Travis Cox 
General Manager 
10739 S. Hwy 127  
P.O. Box 10 
Dunnville, KY 42528 
www.tartergate.com  
 
Tractor Supply Company   
Mr. Phil Reiter 
VP of National and Local Marketing 
5401 Virginia Way  
Brentwood, TN 37027 
Twitter: @TractorSupply 
www.tractorsupply.com  
Fiber and/or Oil Crop Production – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Bunge North America 
Mr. Greg Billhartz 
Vice President- Legal, Human Resources and 
Communications 
1391 Timberlake Manor Parkway 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Twitter: @Bunge 
www.bungenorthamerica.com 
 
Food Science and Technology – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
National FFA Foundation and National FFA 
Organization 
Ms. Molly Ball 
President 
6060 FFA Drive, P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 
Twitter: @NationalFFA 
www.ffa.org  

http://www.tractorsupply.com/
http://www.wahlanimal.com/
http://www.chsfoundation.org/
http://www.keystonesteel.com/
http://www.tartergate.com/
http://www.tractorsupply.com/
http://www.bungenorthamerica.com/
http://www.ffa.org/
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Forage Production – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Claas of America 
Mr. G. Eric Raby 
President & GM- Sales 
8401 South 132nd Street 
Omaha, NE 66138  
Twitter: @ CLAAS_America 
www.claasofamerica.com  
 
Forest Management and Products – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
John Deere  
Ms. Amy Allen 
Manager, Corporate Sponsorships 
Brand Management 
1 John Deere Place  
Moline, IL 61265 
Twitter: @JohnDeere 
www.deere.com  
 
Fruit Production – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Corteva Agriscience™, Agriculture 
Division of DowDuPont  
Ms. Heidi Spahn 
Global Community Investment 
9330 Zionsville Road  
Indianapolis, IN  46268 
Twitter:@CortevaUS 
www.corteva.com  
 

 
 
 
 

Goat Production – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

Bekaert Corporation 
Ms. Becky Shaver 
Senior Market Manager 
1395 S. Marietta Pkwy, Building 
500 Suite 100 
Marietta, GA 30067 
Twitter: @Bekaert 
www.fencing.bekaert.com  
 

Tractor Supply Company  
Mr. Phil Reiter 
VP of National and Local Marketing  
5401 Virginia Way  
Brentwood, TN 37027 
Twitter: @Tractor Supply 
www.tractorsupply.com 

 
Grain Production – Entrepreneurship 

 
Valent USA Corporation  
Mr. Matt Plitt 
Executive Vice President & Chief 
Operating Officer  
1600 Riviera Avenue, Suite 200 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
www.valent.com  
 
Grain Production – Placement 
 

National FFA Foundation and National FFA 
Organization  
Ms. Molly Ball 
President 
6060 FFA Drive, P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 
Twitter: @NationalFFA 
www.ffa.org  
 

http://www.claasofamerica.com/
http://www.deere.com/
http://www.corteva.com/
http://www.fencing.bekaert.com/
http://www.tractorsupply.com/
http://www.valent.com/
http://www.ffa.org/
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Home and/or Community Development – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Carhartt, Inc.  
Ms. Susie Craft 
Marketing Operations Specialist 
5750 Mercury Drive, P.O. Box 600 
Dearborn, MI 48126  
Twitter: @Carhartt 
www.carhartt.com  
 
Landscape Management – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement Continued 
 
Briggs and Stratton Corporation, Inc.  
Mr. John Piechowski 
Director, Customer Education and Dealer 
Business 
P.O. Box 702 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0702 
Twitter: @briggsstratton  
www.briggsandstratton.com 
 
Tractor Supply Company  
Mr. Phil Reiter  
VP of National and Local Marketing  
5401 Virginia Way  
Brentwood, TN 37027 
Twitter: @Tractor 
Supply 
www.tractorsupply.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery Operations – 
Entrepreneurshp/Placement 

 
Nufarm Americas 
Mr. Blaine Pinkerton 
Director, Turf & Ornamental Sales 
11901 S. Austin Ave. Suite A 
Alsip, IL 60803 
Twitter: @NufarmUS 
www.nufarm.com/US/Home   
 
Outdoor Recreation- 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Yamaha Motor Corporation USA  
Mr. Steve Nessl 
ATV/SxS Marketing Manager  
1270 Chastain Rd. 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
Twitter: @YamahaMotorUSA 
www.yamaha-motor.com 
 
Poultry Production – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Tractor Supply Company  
Mr. Phil Reiter  
VP of National and Local Marketing 
5401 Virginia Way  
Brentwood, TN 37027 
Twitter: @TractorSupply 
www.tractorsupply.com 
 
U.S. Poultry & Egg Association 
Mr. John Starkey  
President 
1530 Cooledge Rd.  
Tucker, GA 30084 
Twitter: @USPoultry1947 
www.uspoultry.org 

http://www.carhartt.com/
http://www.briggsandstratton.com/
http://www.tractorsupply.com/
http://www.nufarm.com/US/Home
http://www.yamaha-motor.com/
http://www.tractorsupply.com/
http://www.uspoultry.org/
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Sheep Production – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

National FFA Foundation and National FFA 
Organization  
Ms. Molly Ball 
President 
6060 FFA Drive, P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 
Twitter: @NationalFFA 
www.ffa.org  
 

Small Animal Production and Care – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Elanco Animal Health 
Mr. Jeff Simmons 
President 
2500 Innovation Way N. 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Twitter: @Elanco 
www.elanco.com  
 
Tractor Supply Company   
Mr. Phil Reiter 
VP of National and Local Marketing 
5401 Virginia Way  
Brentwood, TN 37027 
Twitter: @TractorSupply 
www.tractorsupply.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Specialty Animal Production – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

Zoetis 
Mr. Jon Lowe 
Vice President, Cattle & Equine 
10 Sylvan Way 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
Twitter: @Zoetis 
www.zoetis.com 
 
Specialty Crop Production 
 
Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC 
Mr. Bill Smith 
NBU Strategic Marketing Manager 
4546 Corporate darling 
Dr. Suite 170  
West Des Moines, IA 50266 
Twitter: @HelenaAgri 
www.helenaagri.com 
 
Lindsay Corporation  
Mr. Brian Ketcham 
Vice President & CFO 
2222 North 111th Street 
Omaha, NE 68164 
Twitter:@ 
www.lindsay.com  
 
Swine Production – Entrepreneurship 
 
Zoetis 
Mr. Jon Lowe 
Vice President, Cattle & Equine 
10 Sylvan Way 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
Twitter: @Zoetis 
www.zoetis.com 
 

http://www.ffa.org/
http://www.elanco.com/
http://www.tractorsupply.com/
https://twitter.com/Zoetis
http://www.zoetis.com/
http://www.lindsay.com/
https://twitter.com/Zoetis
http://www.zoetis.com/
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Swine Production – Placement 
 

Zoetis 
Mr. Jon Lowe 
Vice President, Cattle & Equine 
10 Sylvan Way 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
Twitter: @Zoetis 
www.zoetis.com 
 

Turf Grass Management –
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

John Deere  
Ms. Amy Allen 
Manager, Corporate Sponsorships 
Brand Management 
1 John Deere Place  
Moline, IL 61265  
Twitter: @JohnDeere 

www.deere.com  
 

Vegetable Production – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Tractor Supply Company 
Mr. Phil Reiter  
Vp of National and Local Marketing 
5401 Virginia Way  
Brentwood, TN 37027 
Twitter: @TractorSupply 
www.tractorsupply.com 
 
Wilbur-Ellis Company  
Ms. Anne Cleary 
Vice President- Human Resources 
345 California St. Fl 27 
San Fransisco, CA 94104 
Twitter: @WilburEllis 
www.wilburellis.com 
 

Veterinary Science –
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
American Veterinary Medical Association  
Dr. Anna Reddish 
Assistant Director for Student Initiatives  
1931 N Meacham Rd., Suite 100  
Schaumburg, IL 60173 
Twitter: @avmavets 
www.avma.org  
 
Wildlife Production and Management – 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 
Carhartt, Inc.  
Ms. Susie Craft 
Marketing Oper 
5750 Mercury Drive, P.O. Box 600 
Dearborn, MI 48126  
Twitter: @Carhartt 
www.carhartt.com 
 
 
State and Local Stars Sponsor 
 
CNH Industrial Capital  
Ms. Danielle Waterworth  
Director, Asset Remarketing & Leasing  
5729 Washington Ave  
Racine, WI 53406  
www.cnhindustrialcapital.com 
 

https://twitter.com/Zoetis
http://www.zoetis.com/
http://www.deere.com/
http://www.tractorsupply.com/
http://www.wilburellis.com/
http://www.avma.org/
http://www.carhartt.com/
http://www.cnhindustrialcapital.com/

